Commentary

sin. Until the chain broke; the chain that chained him to the
human wheel (II. ii. 61). Agatha repeats the imagery, and
so does Harry, giving the effect of a refrain, at lines 205
and 210.
Line 208. The clasping branches

Harry is still thinking in terms of reptiles to describe his
experiences; compare I. ii, 181.
Lines 210-13. The chain breaks

We are mounting to the crisis of the play, Harry's
liberation through the understanding of his part in the
story of the curse; he has come out into the light under the
eye of God or Conscience that gives final judgment; he
feels himself cleansed, by knowledge, as a body is cleansed
by vomiting or excretion (evacuation). He is in a state of
excitement in which he cannot be explicit, and can only
think in images.
Lines 214-17.1 was not there. .. rose-garden

In the extreme excitement of this mystical moment,
Harry rises to a blend of symbolism and paradox hard
to interpret. Essentially it seems to me that Agatha's
confession of love and renunciation have so opened Harry's
eyes to reality that the he and she which had passed
through the hells described now seemed mere phantasms
(semblances) of their true selves; but now the chains are
broken and the prisoners free, and they run towards
each other, almost like lovers in this new-found intimacy;
so that what had not happened between her and his father
had come true in a different sense between her and him
and the wilderness has become the rose-garden in pre-
paration for the second visit of the Eumenides, when the
Avengers become the Bright Angels; they will lead him
back into the wilderness, but one transfigured by new
purpose. On this passage there is a striking comment in
the letter (already quoted in part) from Eliot to Martin
Browne:n
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